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two Contracting Parties were bound to come to the assis-
tance one of the other with their whole war strength; should
either be attacked by a Power other than Russia [such as
France or Italy], the other Contracting Party bound itself
to observe a benevolent neutrality; should, however, the
attacking Power be supported by Russia, then the other
Contracting Party would come to the assistance of her ally
with her whole strength. The treaty was to be for five
years and renewable. It was also to be secret, though if the
armaments of Russia really proved menacing, the Contract-
ing Powers would consider it a duty of loyalty to let the
Tsar know, at least confidentially, that they would consider
an attack on either as an attack on both.20
The Austro-German Alliance consolidated the Central
Empires and became henceforth, until their collapse in
November, 1918, the very foundation rock of German policy.
It indicated a political course from which neither Bismarck
nor his successors ever seriously swerved. In its origin,
and as long as Bismarck remained at the helm, it was
essentially defensive in purpose and fact. Germany and
Austria mutually protected each other against the rising
tide of Pan-Slavism; and Germany, if attacked by an out-
break of French revanche, could count upon Austria's
neutrality, just as Austria could count on that of Germany
in case of an outbreak of Italian Irredentism.
Contemporary opinion regarded Bismarck's establish-
ment of this Alliance as a master stroke. In the words of
the French Ambassador at Berlin: "From the point of view
of his prestige in Europe and of his popularity in Germany,
Bismarck has never accomplished a work so considerable
as that of the Alliance with Austria. ... He has realized
without wars, without conquests dearly bought, without
20 Pribram, I, 6-9. For the detailed negotiations by which Bismarck'
arranged this treaty and overcame his own sovereign's strong objections to
it, see G.P., III, 1-136.

